








































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































APPENDIX B 

FROM THE ARCHIVES OF THE 
GENERAL SECRETARY 

The materials published here are only one thousandth of the 
most secret of all secret documents. These documents were pre­
served under lock and key for many years, and were passed on by 
inheritance from gensek to gensek, as we called our party's general 
secretaries for short. Each time the current boss would depart, new 
folders stamped SECRET, TOP SECRET, or TOP PRIORITY would land in 
the safe. 

Perhaps many people will be disappointed. Why out of all the 
Kremlin secrets that have fallen into my hands have I selected for 
publication precisely these relatively old and not especially hot doc­
uments so to speak? 

Of course there are far more sensational materials in the archive 
that Gorbachev turned over to me during our last meeting in 
December 1991. In seventy-odd years, the Soviet leaders accumu­
lated so many terrible secrets that newspaper editors would have 
more than enough to keep themselves busy publishing documents 
for years. The time will come when all these documents will be care­
fully studied by archivists, and anyone who wishes to may obtain 
access to them. Then, if they like, journalists can put out one sensa­
tion after another. 
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But my book has another purpose. I selected for publication the 
most ordinary documents, materials that give a sense of the every­
day, routine, bureaucratic side of the KGB's activity. I must say that 
what impressed me personally about these documents was precisely 
their ordinary, mundane tone. 

In a letter dated November 23 , 1963, addressed to the cen­
tral committee of the party, KGB Chairman Vladimir Semichastny 
reports what the KGB knows about Lee Harvey Oswald, the man 
who assassinated U.S. President John F. Kennedy: 

Having come to the USSR as a tourist in October 1959, he [Oswald] 
appealed to the Praesidium of the USSR Supreme Soviet to be granted 
Soviet citizenship and the opportunity for permanent residence in the 
USSR. . .. 

In connection with the fact that Oswald was denied this request, he 
tried to commit suicide by slashing the veins of his wrist. 

Oswald was denied citizenship, "because the Americans who have 
been accepted for Soviet citizenship in the past lived for a time in the 
USSR and then left our country." However, Oswald was issued permis­
sion for temporary residence in the USSR for a period of one year. 

In accordance with a directive from the USSR Council of Ministers 
dated December 1, 1959, Oswald was sent to Minsk, where he was 
provided an apartment of his own, and in consideration of his wish , 
was given employment a t the Minsk radio factory. Through the Red 
Cross, Oswald was given material assistance in the amount of 70 
rubles per month. 

Despite this, within several months Oswald followed the example 
of his American predecessors in the Soviet Union and, as the docu­
ment stated, "began to persistently seek permission to leave the 
USSR and, in connection with this, established an official corre­
spondence with the U.S. Embassy in Moscow." 

In June 1962, Oswald, who by that time had managed to marry a 
"Soviet citizen, Marina Nikolayevna Prusakovina, born 1941 ," was 
able to depart for the United States with his wife. Within a year, the 
couple was once again asking to come back into the USSR. 

In October 1963, Oswald visited the Soviet consulate in Mexico and 
once again appealed for political asylum in the USSR on the grounds 
that as a secretary of a pro-Cuban organization, he was being perse­
cuted by the FBI. 

His petition was turned down. At the end of the memo, 
Semichastny recommends 
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publishing in a progressive paper in one of the Western countries an 
article "exposing the attempt by reactionary circles in the USA to 
remove the responsibility for the murder of Kennedy from the real 
criminals, the racists and ultraright elements guilty of the spread and 
growth of violence and terror in the United States." The article should 
illustrate the intent of "crazy men" related to the "provocateurs and 
murderers among counterrevolutionary Cuban emigres to alter the 
foreign and domestic policies of the USA." 

A memo from Semichastny to the central committee's international 
department dated December 10, 1963, states that in the words of 
Brooks (a well-known American Communist figure and KGB agent): 

Upon his return from the USSR, Oswald appealed in a letter to fig­
ures in the U.S. Communist party offering his services to organize 
underground work on behalf of the Communist party and Cuba. His 
appeal was viewed as an FBI provocation and a reply to his letter was 
made stating that America is a free country, any underground activity 
is ruled out, and that the U.S. CP has no need of his services .. . in the 
opinion of Gus Hall, the official representative of the Soviet Embassy 
in the USA, [we] would find it expedient to visit the widow of Oswald, 
since interesting information about the events in Dallas can be 
obtained from her, as a Russian and a citizen of the USSR . . . [How­
ever], in the opinion of the New York rezident* of the Committee for 
State Security [KGB] of the USSR Council of Ministers in New York, a 
trip from a Soviet Embassy officer to Oswald's wife was not expedient, 
since this trip could be exploited by right-wing elements in the USA for 
anti-Soviet propaganda and also Oswald's wife was under increased 
police surveillance. 

Semichastny's deputy, Zakharov, sent a memo to the central com­
mittee's international department outlining "some intelligence data 
on the political purposes and short-term consequences of the mur­
der of V.S. President J. Kennedy." 

According to some information, the ultimate organizer of the mur­
der of President Kennedy was a group of Texas oil magnates who wield 
major economic and political power not only in the state of Texas but 
in other southern states of the USA. A reliable source of the Polish 
friends, t an American entrepreneur and owner of a number of firms 
closely connected to the petroleum circles of the South, reported in 
late November [1963] that the real instigators of this criminal deed 
were three leading oil magnates from the South of the USA-Richard­
son, Murchison, and Hunt, all owners of major petroleum reserves in 

*That is, the KGB agent in charge of intelligence operations in the foreign country 
of residence.-Trans. 

tThat is, Polish intelligence services.-Trans. 
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the southern states who have long been connected to pro-fascist and 
racist organizations in the South. 

Ward, a reporter for the Baltimore Sun who covers foreign diplo­
macy, said in a private conversation in early December that on assign­
ment from a group of Texas financiers and industrialists headed by 
millionaire Hunt, Jack Ruby, who is now under arrest, proposed a 
large sum of money to Oswald for the murder of Kennedy. 

Oswald was the most suitable figure for executing a terrorist act 
against Kennedy because his past allowed for the organization of a 
widespread propaganda campaign accusing the Soviet Union, Cuba, 
and the U.S. Communist party of involvement in the assassination. 
But as Ward emphasized, Ruby and the real instigators of Kennedy's 
murder did not take into account the fact that Oswald suffered from 
psychiatric illness. When Ruby realized that after a prolonged inter­
rogation Oswald was capable of confessing everything, Ruby imme­
diately liquidated Oswald. 

A KGB memo to the central committee dated December 12, 1963, 
stated: 

On December 6, 1963, Colonel G. N. Bolshakov, an officer of the 
GRU* working in the Novosti [News] Press Agency, met the artist 
William Walton, a friend of the assassinated U.S. President J. Kennedy 
at an exhibit of American graphic art. 

Comrade Bolshakov became acquainted with William Walton at the 
home of Robert Kennedy in 1951 and has met with him several times 
in Washington. 

On December 9, 1963, W. Walton telephoned Comrade Bolshakov 
and invited him to dinner . . . 

Keeping in mind the opportunity of using Comrade Bolshakov's con­
tacts with R. Kennedy in the future , it would be expedient to organize 
a meeting between W. Walton and Comrade A. I. AdzhubeV with the 
participation of Comrade Bolshakov. 

A transcript of the conversation between Comrade Bolshakov and 
W. Walton is attached. 

Attachment: transcript of conversation with Comrade Bolshakov 
and W. Walton-five pages . 

Transcript of that conversation in Bolshakov's retelling: 

Walton has analyzed the political situation after the Kennedy assas­
sination in detail, devoting attention to the possible candidates for the 

*Glavnoye razvedyvalel'noye upravleniye, the chief intelligence directo rate o f the 
Defense Ministry, or mi litary intelligence.-Trans. 

tKhrushchev's son-in-law, who was editor in chief of Izveslia for many years and 
frequently traveled to America.-Trans. 
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office of president. He gives a profile of Johnson, expresses the reser­
vation that "as a result of Johnson's accession representatives of big 
business may penetrate into the government." He sends a "big hello" to 
Khrushchev from Robert and Jacqueline Kennedy and recommends 
sending through him "small Christmas presents to Robert Kennedy 
and his family. That would be very nice for Robert Kennedy, who con­
siders you his friend." 

President Kennedy's assassination has shown us that the vice presi­
dent must be one of ours. The selection of Johnson was a mistake on J. 
Kennedy's part. I still don't understand why he chose that Texan. When 
J. Kennedy was choosing candidates for vice president, there were 
always two candidates, Senators [Stuart] Symington and Johnson. 
R. Kennedy wrote their names down on pieces of paper and threw 
them into a hat. J. Kennedy picked the piece of paper with Symington's 
name written on it. Why he changed his opinion isn't clear. This is a 
bitter lesson for us all. Walton asked Bolshakov to help him organize 
a meeting with Adzhubei and said he didn't want people to know about 
this meeting at the consulate. He said that when he got back to Wash­
ington he would only report to R. Kennedy about the meeting. 

Both the preceding document and the following, concerning our 
role in the conflict in Ulster, deal with the topic of the "Soviet 
threat," a popular subject in years past. But they are interesting 
from another perspective. The future assassin of Kennedy­
whether acting on his own or as an agent of someone else-offered 
his services to the KGB himself, and came to our country on his 
own initiative. The KGB feared making use of this service. The 
extreme leftist Irish also approached us, begging us for arms year in 
and year out. 

Europe in the 1960s was undergoing great upheavals, and the 
world as a whole was on fire with crises breaking out everywhere. A 
number of assassination attempts were made on Charles de Gaulle; 
there was the French student revolution and the division in society 
over the Algerian crisis. The severe Northern Ireland conflict 
erupted in Great Britain. There was the war between Egypt and 
Israel. The end of the decade was marked by the war in Vietnam, the 
Cultural Revolution in China, and our invasion of Czechoslovakia. 

In short, although a major war seemed to be brewing on the 
planet, something saved humankind from that disaster. I don't think 
it is right to paint this era black and white, to say that there was sup­
posedly a "good" Western world and a "bad" Communist world. It 
was far more complicated than that. After splitting up into camps 
for some mysterious reason, the world managed to come back 
together again. Contacts between people and countries were far 
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more extensive than what we now believe. Civilizations-both West­
ern and Communist-began to interpenetrate. The real poles of 
opposition, despite the logic of the military conflicts, were not 
West-East but stability versus aggression. Imagine what the USSR 
would have done in the 1930s if the Irish Communists had come to 
them begging for weapons; firearms would have been sent within a 
week. I think there would have been a fantastic display of enthusi­
asm in the process. 

It's nothing like that in the new era. A decision grinds slowly 
through the bureaucracy. The central committee has a long and 
tedious discussion of a request from the terrorists . The years pass, 
and we're still trying to decide how to send the damned weapons to 
the Irish, because we really don't feel like it. 

The USSR did not at all try to form a bloc with China, which 
was leftist at the time, or with leftist terrorists around the world. 
The Soviet government would pass a whole range of resolutions 
in support of Communist regimes in the world, but our policy 
was to spite the Americans. Two enormous powers played on the 
contradictions and tragedies of the third world. The lethal decision 
to send troops into Czechoslovakia was made. Still, on the whole, 
the values of stability prevailed, despite the evident realities of the 
cold war. 

To reiterate, the situation on the planet was far more explosive 
than it is now. Even so, the desire of people not to endure a new war 
forced the politicians to make responsible decisions. 

Today there is no great political polarity on the planet, but the sit­
uation has changed drastically. The generation that fought the last 
war has aged, and the subconscious fear of a nuclear disaster has 
receded into the past. Now the main threat emanates not from the 
superpowers but from small localized wars, from conflicts among 
different nationalities, where ethnic antipathies flare. Such conflicts 
are the nuclear bomb of the new century as is the arms trade. And 
just as in the 1960s, people of various civilizations extended their 
hands to one another in order to unite against war, and just as gov­
ernment representatives from different countries tried to under­
stand each other through the barriers, today we must all unite as 
well against the threat of a new war. 

If a system of collective security is not developed to prevent small 
wars, to combat the unchecked arms trade, and to stop political ter-
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rorism and the violation of intemationallaw, we will not see peace 
in the next century. 

People have always wanted to fight, and at the same time have 
always wanted to live in peace. Such ambiguity is peculiar to human 
nature. Unfortunately, such a thing as a totally peaceful era does not 
exist, despite all our treaties. That means that peace must be 
defended. At any time. 

This threat is particularly aggravated now because of the new 
political reality. Ethnic wars in the Balkans and Caucasus are 
spreading to Turkey on both sides, and Turkey is hardly indifferent 
to the fate of its fellow countrymen in Europe. Meanwhile, race riots 
have begun in Germany. The treatment of immigrants has grown 
more harsh in other European countries. Something similar is hap­
pening in Russia, and it must not be tolerated. It is wrong to retreat 
into selfish nationalist interests. 

If we permit the escalation of racial, ethnic, and religious dissen­
sion, once again as in the 1960s the world will reach the brink of a 
global war. What saved us then was civilization, the expansion of 
civilized living standards, an understanding of the immorality of 
war that alleviated the suffering of millions of people. Today we 
need to search for this path again and not spare any effort to 
achieve peace. 

Letter from M. O'Riordan to the central committee of the 
party: 

Moscow, November 6, 1969 
Dear Comrades, 
1. I would like to outline in written form a request for assistance in 

acquiring the following types of arms: 
2000 assault rifles (7.62 mm) and 500 rounds of ammunition for 

each; 150 hand-held machine guns (9 mm) and 1,000 rounds of ammu­
nition for each ... 

The letter details the history of the founding of the IRA and 
notes that 

there has always existed more or less good relations between the IRA 
and the Irish Communists. We not only conduct a number of public 
and antiimperialist activities together, but for more than a year a secret 
mechanism for consultations between the leadership of the IRA and 
the Joint Council of the Irish Workers' Party and the Communist party 
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of Northern Ireland has existed and is operating. They unfailingly 
accept our advice with regard to tactical methods used in the joint 
struggle for civil rights and national independence for Ireland. * 

O'Riordan writes that during the "August crackdown" in Belfast 
the IRA "didn't play the role of an armed defender since its combat 
potential was weakened by the fact that it had previously concen­
trated its efforts on social protests and educational activity." 

O'Riordan did not rule out the possibility of civil war in Northern 
Ireland in the future and clashes between the Catholic minority and 
British troops: 

The request for supplying of weapons is made in the light of just 
such a very possible development. 

Two leading figures of the IRA (Catal Goulding and Seam us 
Costello) officially appealed to me with this request. 

The weapons may be delivered to Ireland on a tugboat, which will be 
run by a small select and reliable crew consisting of IRA members. 

A memo to the central committee dated November 18, 1969: 

The leadership of the IRA promises to keep in strictest confidence 
the fact that the Soviet Union is supplying it with arms and will guar­
antee the complete secrecy of their shipment to Ireland. 

In conversation with Comrade M. O'Riordan, the inexpediency of 
supplying Soviet-made arms was pointed out, since that would create 
an excuse to accuse the IRA of action "on orders from Moscow." 

It was deemed possible to assign the Committee for State Security of 
the USSR Council of Ministers and the USSR Defense Ministry to 
review the request of Comrade M. O'Riordan, to study the possibility of 
providing assistance to the IRA with weapons of foreign make and to 
set a two-week deadline for proposals to the central committee. 

A draft resolution of the central committee is attached. 

The draft was as follows: 

To assign the international department of the central committee of 
the CPSU, the Committee for State Security of the USSR Council of 
Ministers and the USSR Defense Ministry to review the request of 
Comrade M. O'Riordan, the general secretary of the Irish Workers' 
party, and to submit their proposals to the central committee of the 
CPSU within a two-week period. 

!Signature! Secretary of the Central Committee 

*This letter and subsequent communications from the IRA are back translations 
of the Russian translation of the original documents in the English language in the 
KGB's archives.-Trans. 
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Next there followed eight memos from Yuri Andropov to the cen­
tral committee on this issue, the first dated January 8,1970, and the 
last August 21, 1972. The text of the January memo is as follows: 

Taking into consideration the great complexity of ensuring the nec­
essary secrecy in shipping the weapons and ammunition to the terri­
tory of Northern Ireland and also that recently in the Irish and British 
bourgeois press (The Irish Press and The Times) provocative reports 
have appeared on the Soviet shipment of weapons to extreme right­
wing Protestant elements in Northern Ireland that allegedly took place, 
we believe it is expedient before making a final resolution on the issue 
of granting the request of Comrade M. O'Riordan to establish contact 
with him and determine his real capabilities to guarantee the neces­
sary conspiracy in shipping the weapons and preserving the secrecy of 
the source of their supply. 

April 7, 1970: 

Comrade O'Riordan was told that before deciding such an issue, a 
thorough study of all the aspects was necessary. In particular, the ques­
tion must be seriously weighed as to what the likely advantage of the 
shipment of weapons and what would be the disadvantage in the event 
that the operation failed . 

Moreover, Comrade O'Riordan's attention was directed to the seri­
ous technical difficulties that would have to be encountered in con­
ducting the operation and the great risk of the possibility of its 
exposure. This made a noticeable impression on Comrade O'Riordan. 

Comrade O'Riordan understood the caution with which we were 
approaching the decision of this matter. 

October 21, 1970: 

Considering the persistent requests of Comrade O'Riordan and his 
assurances that the necessary measures of conspiracy and security will 
be taken by his friends in delivering the weapons to the appointed 
place, the committee for state security has drafted a basic plan for 
delivering in neutral waters to the Irish friends 100 captured assault 
rifles, 9 machine guns, and 20 pistols with ammunition. 

We do not have grenade launchers, grenades, rifles, and other small 
arms of foreign make. 

March 21 , 1972: 

Comrade O'Riordan has spent more than two years trying to obtain 
a positive decision on the question of the illegal delivery of quantity of 
arms to Northern Ireland .. . 
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The submerged weapons will be retrieved only by representatives of 
the Irish Republican Army. The Communist party of Ireland will not 
have any direct participation in either the retrieval of the weapons or 
their use. All the details of the operation conducted are known only to 
Comrade O'Riordan. 

Resolution: File in the archive-directive of Comrade K. U. [Kon­
stantin Ustinovich] Chernenko. 

May 25, 1972: 

On May 22 , Comrade O'Riordan made a special trip to Moscow in 
order to accelerate the resolution of this matter . . . 

Considering that the Soviet Union is the only source for the clandes­
tine supply of weapons, Comrade O'Riordan stated that he will con­
tinue to persistently seek a positive resolution of the matter. 

In this connection it would be expedient to return to a review of the 
request of Comrade O'Riordan once again regarding the illegal trans­
fer to the Irish friends of a small shipment of captured weapons. 

A letter from Q'Riordan to the central committee of the CPSU 

dated July 3, 1972: 

Dear Comrades, 
In November 1969, I appealed to you for help in the form of war 

material. 
The fact that there has not been the slightest leak of information for 

two and a half years proves, in my opinion, a high level of responsibil­
ity with regard to preserving the secret, so to speak. 

As soon as you have made a political decision, I will take absolutely 
no part in the transport operation, and my role will only involve trans­
ferring the technical information about this to Seamus Costello. The 
shipment and all other operations will be carried out by members of 
the official IRA, who will not know anything about how this military 
material appeared or where it was obtained. 

Postscript: 

1. In the course of two and a half years since November 1969, I have 
had many substantive discussions with your technical specialists on 
the matter of shipment of military material to Ireland. 

I do not see a more effective, more secure, or more reliable means 
than what was suggested by your specialists. 
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Thus, neither the CPSU nor I will figure in and then the question will 
be decided by direct negotiations between Costello and the Cubans. 

A memo from Andropov to the central committee dated August 
21,1972: 

The KGB may organize and conduct such an operation . . .. 
A plan for conducting the operation is attached. 

Andropov 

Plan for the Operation of a Secret Shipment of Weapons to the Irish 
Friends (the working name for the operation is SPLASH) : 

The illegal shipment of arms to the Irish friends will be carried out 
by submerging them at night to a depth of 40-42 meters in neutral 
waters near the shoals of Stanton 90 kilometers from the shore of 
Northern Ireland. 

A reconnaissance ship, Reduktor, has at our request already been to 
the intended site of the operation and has conducted preliminary 
surveillance of the area and sounded the depths. 

Weapons packed for submerging will be delivered by KGB officers to 
Murmansk by the time the regular navy intelligence ship leaves the 
base, will be loaded onto the ship, and be accompanied by KGB offi­
cers who will organize and conduct OPERATION SPLASH according to the 
confirmed plan. 

At a time to be fixed by us, the intelligence ship will sail out to the 
area of the shoals of Stanton and after visual and instrumental inspec­
tion of the area, they will lower the load at the location stipulated and 
immediately leave the area. 

The friends' fishing vessel will sail to the fixed point after about 2-3 
hours and will find the marker (a buoy of the type ordinarily used by 
fishermen of all countries to indicate nets below; in this case of 
Japanese or Finnish make), will raise the submerged load, and deliver 
it to an Irish port where, according to Comrade O'Riordan's statement, 
a clandestine removal from the vessel and delivery to secret hiding 
places will be assured. 

This method of conducting the operation prevents direct contact of 
our ship with the Irish vessel. and the latter's crew will not know what 
is in the load. 

The captured German weapons including 2 machine guns, 70 auto­
matic rifles, and 10 Walther pistols lubricated with oil of West German 
manufacture, and 41,600 cartridges will be packed into 14 bundles, 
each weighing 81.5 kilograms. 

The packing materials and other items used in the operation will be 
acquired through the offices of the KGB residencies abroad. 

The preparation of the captured weapons available to the KGB to be 
shipped to the friends will be conducted at a special KGB laboratory. 

One of the bundles will be subjected to a comprehensive analysis at 
a special scientific research institute in order to determine any possi­
ble Soviet provenance of the load and the packing materials. 

315 



From the Archives of the General Secretary 

No one will know of the nature of the load on the intelligence ship. 
Before the ship sets off, the load will be marked as experimental under­
water exploration equipment that is to be submerged at a certain point 
in the Atlantic and then allowed to self-destruct. 

In order to work out the details of the organizational matters con­
nected with OPERATION SPLASH, a meeting has been planned with Com­
rade O'Riordan outside the territory of the Soviet Union. 

This was the last document in the folder, and the story of the 
weapons transfer breaks off. It is not known whether O'Rjordan was 
finally able to extract even a few captured grenades and machine 
guns from the central committee for our "Irish friends." Quite pos­
sibly, his persistence was rewarded and the "friends" once again 
made themselves known with their trademark explosions and mur­
ders, causing the whole world to shudder. 
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