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* President,.
Russian Federal Socla.ist Republic,

| MOSGOW

-

Dear Mr President,
i SION OF N

Th@ Intomat:onal Federatlcn of Joumallsts whlch reprasen,ts more than 200 0.0

working journalists around the world, has 1mned with the world community of free

media and Independent joumalism in celebrating the failure of the coup d'atét whiclx

struck at the heart of the Sovfat Union's ﬂe{gllng democracy.

. You will know that the IFJd and its mamber tininns In 52 countries has oxoreceed full

solidarity with the jounalists of Russla and those throughout the Soviet Union who
fought against censorship and the imposition of political contral cf the media.

Now in the first momente ¢f thic trlumph for democracy we must wiite 1O eapiwss our
genuine surprise and concem that you have acted to suspend the official organ of the
Commurust Party cf the Soviet Unplen and other publications for supparting the coup,

While we recognise that in moments of peril to national security it may be necessary
to Intervene to regulate the media, we are troubled that such wide-ranging
suspensions were necessary.

The quality of democracy depends. above all, on the plurality of opinion and thought
available to the people ﬂ'lraugh their ~adia. True democracies will tolerate diss»&nting.

even unpalatable, eproring vigwe,

We share your frustration 3t tho cpparcnt rafusal of theds publicatiuis to give
rrwerage tn opnogition to the ooup, but we ainccrely heps that y2. wili 0o aule lu il

the suspens :on; -a* an early stage. We hope that the ni'stakes of the past, made on
the basie of censorship and contrc: of information, are not repeated in the process of

concolidating demecracy in Mussia and the olher Republics ol tiw Soviet Union.

Yours Sincerely,

. L0t
AIDAN WHITE, W 0605
{2aneral Secretary.

Srrary S-r'nu-r
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Nz

HeodmmanpHuit nepesop

MexnyHaponHasa denepauusa C aHrJanAcKoro

RYPHANUCTOR
28 asryera 1991 r.
Bopucy EIHMHY
[MIPESWJIEHTY POCCHMIACHOM OEINEPATHBHOA COLMAMMCTHUECHOH
PECILYBIMEA

Mocksa

[IPMOCTAHOBIIEH/E BHXOOA B CBET IMEPUOIAYECHUX U

Ysagaemuil rocronvH lpesuneHr,

MexnyHnaponnaa ®enepaima xypHaIMCTOB, MNpenCTaBAANMAN
oonee 200 THeAU padoTanpmux XypHaIUCTOB CO BCErO0 MUpa, pas-
nenseT panocTh MUPOBOI'o COOOMECTRa CBOOOIHHX CPENCTB MH)OpP-
MalM¥ ¥ He3aBMCHUMHX XKYPHAIMCTOB II0 MOBONY NpoBala rocynap-
CTBEHHOI'0 IIepeBopoTa, KOTOpHM HaHec ynap B camoe cepille en-
Ba Hapomouepmelcsa nemoxpaTvu B CosercroM Cowse.

Coobmaw Bam, uro M®X u ero ormenenms B OS2 cTpaHax Bhpa-
3UJIM TOJNHYKW COJKOAPHOCTE C kypHajucramn Poccuym ¥ TEeMd COBET-
CHMMM XYyPHaIMCTaMU, KOTOpHEe OOpOJuCh IIPOTHUEB LEH3YPH U Hacax-
DEeHUA MMOJINTHYECKOTO KOHTPOJS Han cpelcTsaMy MHDopMalMH.

Ceiluac ®e, B nepeHe OHM TpuyMmda NEeMOKpaTUM,Md BHHYXIE-
He HanuecaTh BaM, uTOOGH BHpasKTh Hame HenoinenbHoe YIUBJIEHUE
1 00eClOXOEHHOCTL B CBASKM ¢ Bamumy nelicTeuAMKY 1O IPUOCTAHOB-
JNEeHV0 BHXONA B CReT ofunManbHOro opraHa HoMmMyhnucTuuecko# nap-
T Comercroro Cowsa ¥ Ipyrux [NEepUOAMUECKMX uU3naHuil, nommep-
KaBIMX IIEpPEBOPOT.

Mu monmmaeM, uTO B NEpuoy, Korja CYmMeCTBYET yrposa Ha-
IMOHaNBHO! 0e301acHOCTM, MOXET BOSHUKHYTh HEOOXOOMMOCTH pe-
I'YIMPOBaHNSA TeATeAbHOCTH cpencTB UHPopManuu.
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Ho Hac OGecnoxouT TO 00CTOATENBCTBO, UTO NOTPeSOBaNKCh
CTOJNb MUpPOKOMACHTaCHHE 3anpeTUTEeNbHHE MEpH. YPOBEHb IEMOKpa-—
TUYHOCTY BaBUCUT, NpPERNEe BCEro, OT maopanusmMa MHEeHM! U BHCKa-
SHBAEMHX MHCJIEH, KOTOpHE MMEeDT MOCTYH K HapoLy NOCPEenCTBOM
cpencTe uHfopmarmu. IlomyMHHAA neMOKpaTHUA CTEPIUT Jaxe HeElNpUeM-
JEMHE B3rNANH TeX, KTO He corjlaceH, KTO BHCTyYNaeT IPOTUB Hee.

Mu paspenseM Bame HenOBOJHLCTBO SABHHM OTKA30M 2THX M3naHuUi
COOOMMUTH O CONPOTHUBJIECHUM NYyTUUCTAM, HO B TO XK€ BDPEMA MCKpPEHHE
HaJleeMCs, UTO yXe B CKOpPOM BpeMeHu Bu cCMoxeTe OTMETUTH 3anperT
Ha uX BHXON. Hameemcs Takke, uTo OmMGKy [TPpOIJIOT'0, COBEPHEHHHE
¥3-3a HaJINUMA LEHBYpH U CUCTEMH KOHTPOJAA Han uHbopMaimei, He
NMOBTOPATCA B XONE YKpemiNeHUA nemokpar™uu B Poceuu M mpyrux
pecnyonurax Comerckoro Comaa.

HckpenHe Bam,

AWJIAH YART

['eHepanbHH! cexpeTapb
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